
  

  

The Selfish Giant by Oscar Wilde, retold and illustrated by 

Alexis Deacon 

Hutchinson ISBN: 978-0091893644 

The Selfish Giant has a beautiful garden, but he won't let any of 

the children play in it. Winter comes and never leaves, until the 

power of love brings Spring and joy into the Giant's garden and 

his heart...This is a fabulous version of Oscar Wilde’s story.  

Beautifully illustrated by Alexis Deacon the pictures offer such 

depth and emotion that they quite carried me away.   

The Bucket: Memories of an Inattentive Childhood by Allan 
Ahlberg  
Viking ISBN: 978-0670923038 

This isn’t strictly a children’s book but it would be a lovely one 

to share with a class of older children.  It’s not an 

autobiography or a memoir, it really is a bucket full of Allan 

Ahlberg’s memories.  Every time I dip into it I find something 

new.  Straightforward and unpretentious it paints a picture of 

the author’s childhood and the important events in his life.  

Beautifully illustrated by his daughter Jessica, it also contains 

illustrations from Janet Ahlberg, Fritz Wegner and Charlotte 

Voake. 

CLPE staff (and their children!) recommend the books they enjoyed in 2013 – some 

great new titles and some old favourites. 

 

Skellig by David Almond 

Hodder 978-1444914757  

Obviously not a new book but a re-issued special edition to 

celebrate the 15th anniversary of its publication.  Re-reading it 

in this lovely edition reminded me just what a captivating and 

important story it is.  There are special features in this edition; 

essays by David Almond on the conception and writing of 

Skellig, first UK publication of the short story that links Skellig 

with Mina, the poetry of Skellig (two complete William Blake 

poems) as well as the story of how the novel has transcended 

the page to become an opera and a film.  A charming way to 

revisit a true classic. 
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A Boy and a Bear in a Boat by Dave Shelton 

David Fickling Books 978-1849920520 

We were only allowed to have three books but Sue and I were 

about to have a fight about who got to pick this one so were 

allowed a bonus extra.  This is one of the most eloquent and 

wonderful books of the year.  The story is powerful – and 

beautifully surreal, the characters fascinatingly portrayed and 

the illustrations gorgeous.  It is about a boy, a bear and a boat 

on a journey to somewhere, their lovely relationship, tea, maps 

and sea. It’s laugh out loud funny, poignant and quite, quite 

breathtaking.   

Oliver and the Seawigs by Philip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre 

Oxford University Press 978-0192734556 

A really good read. The story is about a boy whose parents are 

explorers; tired of a life of travelling and adventure they decide 

to settle down in their house by the sea. Ever the adventurers, 

Oliver’s parents cannot help but explore the unusual islands 

that have appeared overnight in the bay and the adventure 

begins. The book is beautifully illustrated by Sarah McIntyre 

and will appeal to children and adults alike. 

The Boy in the Dress by David Walliams, illustrated by Quentin 

Blake 

HarperCollins 978-0007279043 

A wonderfully humorous tale by a master story teller. The story 

is about a boy called Dennis who lives with his brother and 

father. Dennis likes to look at fashion magazines and when he 

becomes friends with Lisa (the popular girl in school) his 

interest deepens further. A really well told funny story. 

How I Live Now by Meg Rosoff 

Penguin 978-0141318011 

A really moving story of love, hardship and change.  Daisy, the 

main character, is staying with her aunt in London over the 

summer. American Daisy falls in love with her cousin, Edmond, 

but all changes when England is invaded and the pair are 

parted.  A brilliantly written book for young adults. 

@clpe1    #bestbooks www.clpe.org.uk 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Abigail by Catherine Rayner 

Tiger Tales 978-1589251472 

Another beautifully illustrated animal adventure from 

Catherine Rayner with a subtle lesson about patience, 

perseverance and friendship. The adorable Abigail loves to 

count, but it's very difficult when the things you are trying to 

count just won't keep still! What will Abigail do? Catherine 

Rayner never fails to succeed in creating wonderfully endearing 

characters with her rich illustrations and stories that children 

can easily relate to. 

 
Extra Yarn by Mac Burnett and Jon Klassen 

Walker 978-1406352481 

I absolutely love the way Jon Klassen's illustrations bring this 

wonderful story and the fabulous characters created by Mac 

Burnett to life (my favourite being the wonderfully eccentric Mr 

Crabtree). Annabelle finds a box, filled with yarn of every colour 

and uses it to spread colour and happiness in her cold little 

town. After hearing about the wonderful yarn, will the greedy 

archduke succeed in his plan to take the box from Annabelle? A 

wonderful interplay of black and white and colour; a familiar 

looking bear and rabbit also make an appearance... 

More Than This by Patrick Ness 

Walker 978-1406331158 

When I started reading this, I literally could not put it down. A 

complete page turner. Teenager Seth finds himself trapped in a 

dark, strange post-apocalyptic afterlife after wanting to escape 

a life haunted by past secrets and present pain.  A dramatic and 

thought provoking text; what makes this dystopian young adult 

novel so gripping, is the fact that the story is not altogether 

outside the possibilities of a future reality.  

 
The Promise by Nicola Davies and Laura Carlin 

Walker 978-1406337280  

My picture book of the year because of its environmental 

message put across in spare but poetic prose. I love the way the 

text blends with the eloquent illustrations. I will be looking out 

for further work by Laura Carlin who has also illustrated Folio 

Society editions of Susan Cooper’s Dark is Rising sequence this 

year. 
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The Day My Father Became a Bush by Joke van Leeuwen, 

translated by Bill Nagelkerke 

Gecko Press 978-1877579165 

Too few children’s books are translated into English from other 

languages so it’s great to be able to read this novel written by a 

highly regarded Dutch author. Toda embarks on a wartime 

journey to find her mother who she has not seen since she was 

small and who lives across the border. She deals with the 

circumstances and people she meets with resourcefulness and 

characteristic good humour, emphasised by the author’s black 

and white drawings which intersperse the text. The time and 

countries where the events take place are not specified, 

facilitating a philosophical element to this warmly woven story. 

The Wise Fool by Sharukh Husain, illustrated by Micha Archer 

Barefoot Books 978-1846862250 

I was very happy to discover this collection of stories about the 

fellow known by many names across Asia and beyond –Mulla 

Nasruddin, Hodja, Joha and more. Mulla Nasruddin is often 

asked for advice and he interprets situations in his own 

inimitable way. The stories are short and ripe for retelling. Here 

they are encased in richly coloured and patterned illustrations 

for which Micha Archer has drawn on a range of sources and 

media. 

The Weight of Water by Sarah Crossan 

Bloomsbury 978-1408830239 

An interesting and thought provoking insight into the 

contemporary challenges faced by young immigrants in the UK, 

told with a delicate lyricism.  

 

The Red Tree by Shaun Tan 

Hodder 978-0734411372 

A beautifully illustrated book that rekindles the quiet hope that 

lives in us all amidst the often overwhelming noise of life. 

 

A Monster Calls by Patrick Ness, illustrated by Jim Kay 

Walker 978-1406339345 

A powerful heart wrenching, evocatively illustrated story 

exploring the ways in which we confront our deepest fears. 
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The Harry Potter series by J K Rowling 

Bloomsbury 

I thoroughly enjoyed this series of books for several different 

reasons: the action is amazing, the description is fantastic and 

the characters robust. Hogwarts is an ingenious creation. You 

can’t read these books without loving them. 

Goodnight Mister Tom by Michelle Magorian 

Puffin 978-0140315417 

This is another epic book. A boy who entered the countryside, 

finding there’s a lot more to it than meets the eye. The 

struggles he goes through and the way that Michelle makes her 

books sound so boring, but they turn out to be really good, is 

why I love this book. 

The Hobbit by J R R Tolkien 

HarperCollins 978-0007487288 

This classic old novel, like Harry Potter, is a must-read. The 

story of a hobbit who goes on an adventure accompanied by a 

wizard and thirteen dwarves is so fantastically brilliant that it 

was tempting to start The Lord of the Rings straightaway and I 

still haven’t got round to reading them. I loved this book so 

much I recommend it to anyone. In fact, I recommend all these 

three to anyone. 

Primrose by Alex T Smith 

Scholastic 978-1407109664 

Alex T Smith is one of my favourite authors and I love the 

illustrations in his books. I like Primrose because it’s a really 

happy book and it makes me smile, especially when someone 

reads it out loud to me and does the voices for all the different 

characters; it really makes me laugh. It’s an exciting book and I 

really like the character of Grandmama; she reminds me of my 

Grandma! 
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The Day the Crayons Quit by Drew Daywalt and Oliver Jeffers 

HarperCollins 978-0007513758 

I like The Day the Crayons Quit because I like the way it’s all 

written as letters; it’s sort of like diary-style writing, which I 

really like to read. I like the way the different characters have 

different feelings; the red crayon stresses out and he really 

wants to complain! I also like the green crayon’s letter as he’s 

writing for other people and it makes me happy that he’s 

thinking about other people. He’s really thoughtful; also he 

congratulates Duncan on a really successful colouring things 

green career, which is really funny! The blue crayon is quite a 

sad letter, but also quite happy. Peach crayon’s letter makes 

you think about what it would be like if you were that crayon 

and I really like pages that make you think. 

Dixie O’Day in the Fast Lane by Clara Vulliamy and Shirley 

Hughes 

Bodley Head 978-1782300120 

My favourite character in Dixie O’Day is Lou-Ellla, because she’s 

sort of a bit like me when I’m bossy sometimes, apart from the 

fact that she likes pink! I really like this book, because it makes 

you want to guess what happens next and there’s lots of bits 

that make you kind of scared, but in a good way, like “Oh no!, is 

this going to happen?” You get to predict and guess a lot. There 

are lots of funny bits in this book, which will make you really 

laugh. It’s also quite a good book for people who don’t just like 

loads of words on the pages, it’s like a chapter book but it’s got 

lots of pictures too, like in Ottoline, Claude and Fortunately the 

Milk, which I like too. I really like the part when Lou-Ella goes to 

the cafe and complains. She’s so bossy and makes the petrol 

attendant, Ron, keep switching jobs between doing the petrol 

and being the waiter in the cafe. It’s really funny seeing him 

rushing around trying not to forget about Lou-Ella in the cafe. I 

got to meet the authors, Clara Vulliamy and Shirley Hughes at a 

bookshop and they were really lovely people. 
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Download more free booklists at 

https://www.clpe.org.uk/page/52 

For an extensive range of teaching resources which put great 

books at the heart of your literacy curriculum, read about the 

Power of Reading project here 

 

https://www.clpe.org.uk/page/52
https://www.clpe.org.uk/course/32

